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Extract from Henry Kirke White.)? 





The world has often heard of fortune-hunters, lega- 
cy-hunters, popularity-hunters, and hunters of various 
de scriptions—one diversity, however, of this very ex- 
tensive species has hitherto eluded public animadver- | 
jon; L allude to the class of friend-hunters,—men who ' 
make it the business of their lives to acquire friends, ' 
in the hope, through their influence, te arrive at some 
Jjesirable point of ambitious eminence. Of all the mor- 

ic ations and anxieties to which mankind voluntarily | 


yeck 


, therea 
upportable than those atten dant on friend-making.— | 


shewaman that you court his society, and it is asignal | 


‘the acquaintance of man. 


re aaah a none more galling, none more in- 
' 


——— 


+ 





—- ~ -——— 


—— 





perior, and again did 1 yow down eternal vengeance 

on my head, if | ever more condescended thus to court 
To this resolution I believe 
I shall ever adhere. If 1 am destined to make any 
progress in the world, it will be by my own individual 
exertions. As I elbow my way through the crowded 
vale of life, I will nevery in any emergency, call on my 
selfish neighbor for assistance. If my strength give 
way beneath the pressure of calamity, kshall sink with- 


| out his whine of hypocritical condolence ; and if I do 


|sink, let bim kick me intoa ditch, and go about his 
| business. J asked not his assistance while living—it 


Believe me,reader, whoever thou aboot be,there are 
few among mortals whose frieodship, when acquired, 
| will repay thee for the meanness of solicitation. Ifa 


fork te trot at you with neglect andcontumely. Humor) man yoluntarily holds out his hand to thee, take it 


's passions, and he despises you as a sycophant. 
plicit deference to his opinions, and he langhsat you | 
for your folly. Inallhe views you with contempt, as the 
creature of his will,and the slave of hiscaprice. Iremem- 


Pay | with caution. 


helen 


If thou find him honest, be not back- 
ward to receive his proffered assistance, and be anx- 


|ious, when occasion shall require, te yield to him thine 


A real friend is the most valuable blessing a 


ber | once solicited the acquaintance, and coveted the man can possess, and, mark me, it is by far the most 


{riendship of one man, and, thank God, I can yet say, } rare. 
und | hope on mvy death-bed i hal! be able to say the | do, solicit not friendship. 


same,) OL ONLY one man. 

Germanicus wag 
ence in the hi 
not only of 
tasie. but ol ope pness of heart 


erary world, 
an 
and 
ame 
and ¢ ~.y which are due to learning and genius in | 
His manners were polished, and his' 
elegant. In short, 
gualification which could render him an enviable addi- 
tion to the circle of every man’s friends. With such a} 
character, as I was then very young, I could not fail to 
feel an ambition of becoming acquainted, when the op- 
portunity offered, and in a short time were upon perinis 
offamiliarity. ‘To ripen this familiarity into friendship, 
as far as the most aukward diffidence would permit, 
was my strenuous endeavor. If his opinions contra- 
dicted mine, | immediately without reasoning on the 
subject, conceded the point to him, as a matter of 
course that he must be right, and by consequence that 
I must be wrong. Did he utter a witticism, I was 
sure to laugh; and if he looked grave, though nobody 
could tell why, it was mine to groan. 


situation. 


conversaiion 











forming myself to his humor, I flattered myself 1 was self in acts of disinterested benevolence and spontane- | the sovereign will and pleasure of God only. 
ous aijection, a common visitor? Who can preach phil- | 


making some progress in his good graces, but 1 was 
soon undeceived. A man seldom cares much for that 
which cost him no pains to procure. Whether Ger- 
manicus found me a troublesome visitor, or whether he 
was really displeased with something I had unwitting- 
ly said or done, certain it is, that when 1 met him oue 
day, in company with persons of apparent figure, he had 
lost all recollection of iny features. I called upon bim, 
but Germanicus, was not at home. Aguin and again 
I gavea hesitating knock at the great man’s door—all | 
Was to no purpose. Je was still not at home. The| 
sly meaning, however, which was couched in the sneer 
of the servant the last time, that half ashamed of my 
errand, | made my inquiries at his house, convinced me 
of what I ought to have known before—that Germani- 
cus was at home to all the world save me. I believe, 





| 





with all my seeming humility, I am a confounded | 
proud fellow at bottom ; my rage at this discovery, 
therefore, may be better conceived than described.— 
Ten thousand curses did I imprecate on the foolish 
vanity which led.me to solicit the f iendship of my su- 





enlightened unde-stauding and refined | 
zooduess of disposi- | 
always carried with it that weight} 


he possessed every | 
‘through that medium, he aspired. 


But, whatever thou mayest 
If thou art young, and would 
make thy way in the world, bind thyself a seven 


It is a black swan. 


a character of considerable emi-/ year’s apprentice to a city tallow-chandler, and thou 
Te had the reputation | mayest in time come to be lord Mayor. 


Many people 
hare made their fortunes at a taylor’s board. Perri- 
wig-makers have been known to buy their country 
seats, and bellows-menders have started their curri- 
cles ; but seldom, very seldom, has the man who plac- 
ed his dependance on the friendsh’g of his fellow men, 
arrived at even the shadow of tde honors to which, 
Nay, even if thou 
shouldest find a friend ready to lend thee a helping 


‘hand, the moment, by his assistance, thou has gained 


some little eminence, he will be the first to hurl thee 
down to thy primitive, and now, perhaps irremediable 
obscurity. 

Yet I see no more reason for complaint on the ground 
of the fallacy of human friendship, than 1 do for any 
other ordinance of nature, which may appear to run 
counter to our happiness. Man is naturally a selfish 
creature, and it is only by the aid of philosophy that he 
can so far conquer the defects of his being, as to be ca- 
pable of disinterested friendship. Who, then, can ex- 


osophy to the mob !* 

The recluse, who does noi easily assimilate with the 
the herd of mankind, and whose manners with difficul- 
ty bend to the peculiarities of others, is not likely to 
have many real friends. His enjoyments, therefore, 
must be solitary, lone, and melaucholy. 
friend is himseli. As he sits immersed im the reverie 
by his midnight fire, and hears without the wild gusts 
of wind fitfully careering over the plain, he listens 


sadly attentive ; and as the varied intonations of the 


howling blast articulate to his enthusiastic ear, he con- 
verses with the spirits of the departed, while, between 
each dreary pause of the storm he holds solitary 
communion with himself. Such is the social :inter- 





* By the word mob here, the author does not mean 
to include merely the lower classes. 
acceptation, it takes in a great part of the mob of qual- 
ity ; men who are either too ignorant, or too much 
taken up with base and grovelling pursuits, to have 
room for any of the more ataiable affactions. 





course of the recluse ; yet he frequently feels the soft 

consolations of friendship. A heart formed for the 

gentler emotions of the soul often feels as strong an in- 

terest for what are called brutes, as most bipeds affect 

to feel for each other. Montague had his cat; I have’ 
read of a man whose only friend was a large spider ; 

and Trenck, in his dungeon, would sooner have lost 
his right hand, than the poor little mouse, which, 
grown confident with indulgence, used to beguile the 
tedious hours of imprisonment with its gambols. For 
my own part, I believe my dog, who at this moment, 

seated on his hinder legs, is wistfully surveying me as 
if he was conscious of all that is passing in my mind :- 
my dog, | say, is as sincere, and, whatever the world 
may say, nearly as dear a friendas any I possess: and 
when I} shal) receive that summons which may net now. 
be far distant, he will whine a funeral requiem over 
my grave, more piteously than all the hired mournets 
in Christendom. Well, well, poor Bob has had a kind: 
master of me, and for my. own part, I verily believe 
there are few things on this earth | shall leave with 
more regret than this faithful companion of the happy 
days of my infancy. 





FURTHER EXTRACTS FROM THE 
REV. JAMES FENN. 


WB SHALL NEXT TAKE A VIEW OF WHAT IS CALLED 


The Orthodox Creed. 


The chrisiian sects are so numerous, aud their creeds 
so multiplied, it would be impossible to state them al¥ 
in this short work; nor would it be necessary if | 
could: all that I purpose is, to notice those tenets that 
relate to the fall of man, and the gospel scheme of 
grace. I shall therefore only mention two leading pro- 
testant sects, that is to say, the Calvinists and the Ar- 
minians: the Calvinists believe God from all eternity 
predestinated the fall of man, the happiness of some of 
that fallen race, and the endless misery of the rest, 
with all the means that lead to that end; that the 
plan of grace is confined to a part of the human race 
only, the rest being left to perish without a remedy 





His only | 


and without mercy. ‘That the divine decrees are form- 


By thus con-| pect to find that benign disposition which manifests it- | ,ed without any regard to what is in the creature, from 


They 
believe that sin is an infinite evil, and that the repro- 
bate will be punished eternally to an infinite degree. 

The Arminians believe, that man was created a mor- 
al agent; that on his choice and behaviour, his happi- — 
ness or misery depended. That the scheme of grace 
embraced the whole human race, so far as to render 
their salvation possible. That the enjoyment of that 
salvation depends on their choice. That those who 
refuse God’s grace wil] be everlastingly punished for 
that refusal. ‘This is, in substance, the belief of the 
major part of christians, however they may differ in 
many other points. ‘The most prevailing opinion is, 
that God will punish sinners with endless misery, 

This representation of the christian religion, that sin 
is an infinite evil, that the favor cf God is partial and 


limited ; that sin itself is a part of the divine decrees, 





In the Spee it hings have stumbled many,and bare driv 


| into infidelity : 


; these 
eu multitudes 
they judging from the nature of 
vah, which is love, that suc h pods ul grace and endless 
‘ punishment for sin, cannot be true 


and yet it will be punished with endiess misery ; 
Jehe- 


and from that con- 


Fras 
ada: 
f 
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clude the whole of christianity is an imposition on man- 
kind; and yet there are many, (blessed be the Lord) 
who have not suffered these errors thus to lead them 


> 


. 


that. the happiness of all men depends on the good 
pleasure of God. This is the substance of what the 


apostle meant in his epistle to the Romans, and of 


astray ; they have sought after s och views of religion, 
as are Consistent with the nature of God, and with the 
happiness of al! intelligent nature. Thishas produced 
a third sect of christians, called Universalists, who 
are fast increasing in different parts of the world ; they 
are uniting together in one body, though they possess 
different creeds, and bear different names : all agree- 
ing in this, to proclaim the boundless grace of God in 
the free and full salvation of all men, believing that 
an infinitely wise and good God can never be the auth- 
er of endless misery to any of his creatures, but that 
such is his wise government, he will harmonize all 
creation and restore to happiness his fallen creatures. 


the above facts is erroneous in itself and oppos- 


ed to the design of the great apostle; who says in 
another place, God will hare all men to be saved and 
come io the knowledge of the iruth, 1 Tim. ii. 4—6. 


—eEe 00 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


The Glory of God. 


“ The heavens deciare the glory of God.”’—Ps. xix. 1. 





Our christian doctors, who maintain creeds which 
limit the goodness of God, and restrict his mercy to a 
part only of the human family, have never been able 
to satisfy unprejvdiced people how their doctrines can 
be reconciled with the moral perfections of the divine 
Being. It is true, that they have not been wanting in 


FROM THE SAME. 


REMARKS ON THE EPISTLE TO THE 
ROMANS. 





Few parts of the holy Scriptures have been so mis-' endeavors and efforts, in inventions and imaginations, | 


applied as the epistle to the Romans. This is chiefly but the poimt in which they fail is an entire want of 
owing to the peculiar manner in which the apostle has consistency. Some times they will set off from the pro- 
treated the subject of dispute in that church, particu-, position that God is universally benevolent, and has 
jarly in chapters viii. and ix. made salvation possible for all men, and not only free- 
Rightly to understand St. Paul’s meaning in this, ly offers eternal life to all, on easy terms, but even per- 
epistle, the state of the Roman church must be taken suades and: urges all to accept the profered mercy at 
into view ; that will throw great light on the subject; his hand. But if they are asked how all this can be 
it will tend to prevent the misunderstanding of the | reconciled with the divine foreknowledge of the cer- 
apostle ; it will show, also, what led him to write that tainty of the endless misery of a large portion of the , 
long letter. On this account, I shall here give a short ! human family, there is no answer which directly ap- 
account of the christian church at_Rome. Ist. This plies to the question; but the Rev. Doctor now thinks 
church was composed of Jews and Gentiles, converted : of another article of his creed, which, though entirely 
to christianity, each of them possessing their local pre-! inconsistent with all for which he has before contend- | 
judices and narrow views of things. 2d. The convert-! ed, helps him out of his difficulty at once. He now re- 
ed Jews in this church, claimed a pre-eminence over;members that God is a sovereign, and that from all 
the Gentiles, from being the children of Abraham; eternity he predestinated some of the human family to! 


{ 


" 


they supposed themselves to be the peculiar elect peo- | glorify his grace in the enjoyment of himself forever, | 
ple of God, to the exclusion of all others from his spe- ! while he ordained the rest to glorify his justice by suf- 
eial grace. 3d. To convince them of this error, Panl | fering his wrath everlastingly. Now the victory is | 
wrote this long letter to them, in which he shows them | won, the contést is put to rest, and the creed which 
that all men are sinners before Amighty God ; all | limits the divine Goodness triumphs! Who dare main- 
stand in the same relation to him as his creatures, | tain that God will forego his glory, will prostrate the | 
equally entitled to his regard and mercy; that the | dignity of his justicé and tarnish its lustre for so con- | 


{ 
} 
{ 


course, every conclusion drawn from it, unfriendly to | 


/awful crime of not going to church in the 


,root and essence of pious tyranny. 
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earth. Day and night, light and shade, heat and cold 
summer and winter. seed time and harvest, sun shing 


and rain, all succeed each other in the regular order of 
the established laws of nature. 
elements of which we are composed and by which we 
subsist, speak one nniform language to all rational crea. 


All these, with the 


tion ; and in the universal, impartial distribution of the 
| goodness of the Creator, declare this slory. 

If creation and providence declare the glory of God, 
jit is a plain truth that the divine glory is not opposed 
)to universal goodness, for universal goodness is mani- 
| fected in creation and providence, and that so clearly 
that the writer of our subject has said ; ** The Lord is 
( good unto all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works.”’ 
| In relation to these remarks, the reader will recol- 
lect, that those preachers, who endeavor to maintaiy 
and propagate the doctrine of partial, limited goodness, 
| are never known to advert to the works of God in cre- 
ation and providence, to illustrate their tenets of faith; 
but shutting their eyes against heaveuly instruction, 
| and turning their backs on the works of God, they en- 
| deavor to study the dark, mysterious inventions and 
| imaginations of men, aud lose themselves in room of 
| finding truth. Widely different from this method did 
jour Saviour proceed in giving instruction. He-pre- 
‘sented the people with the impartial and universal 


| blessings of rain and sun shine to demonstrate that the 


‘love of our heavenly father extends to all people, and 
to teach us that our 
bright an example. 


yy 


perfection lics in imitating so 


H, B. 
— | 


EXCOMMUNICATION. 


On Sunday afternoon last, (Sept. 14,) a boy was ez- 
communicated from a Sunday School in this city, in 
duc form, and with a loud and terrible voice, for ihe 
forenoon.— 
The scholars were charged to hold no manner of inter- 
course with the vile. boy, whe had not been to meet- 
ing. A hearer represents the scene to have been one 
of true ecclesiastical grandeur, and partaking of the 
It therefore ap- 
pears, that the correction of habits which are a real in- 








scheme of grace is different from the law of Moses, not | 
confined to the Jews only ; that it was God’s fixed pur- | 
pose in the gospel to make no distinction between the 

Jew and the Gentile ; but that all men are the objects | 
of their Maker’s grace and favor. See Rom. iii. 29, 
30. x. 1i—13. xi. 32. Furthermore, that justifica- 
tion is of grace alone, through faith, without the work 
of the law, upon all that believe, whether Jew or Gentile, 
for there is no difference, no respect of persons with God; 
for the same Lord is rich unto all that call upon him, 


, | jury, and the enlightening of the understanding of the 
temptible an object as that of making all his creatures, /party, is not the design. It is to coerce the children 


like himself, holy and happy ? f | to become partisans to the creeds of men, and to per- 
This blind doctor, whose business is to lead the blind, petuate the present state of things in the religious 





Rom. x.12. 4th. That as the claims of the Jews 
were improper, and disturbed the peace of the church, 
they must be given up; that they must cultivate love 
and peace one with another, and with all men. 

From these facts stated, the apostle could never 
mean that God had predestinated a part of mankind 
only, to the exclusion of the rest, from the blessings of 
the gospel. For Paul’s design in writing this epistle to 
the Romans was, to discourage, and if possible, to root 
out of the christian church, a doctrine so opposed to 
the nature of God, and the gospel plan of redemption. 

Whoever, therefore, takes a full view of the epistle 
‘o the Romans, will see plamly, that Paul’s design in 
that letter, is to proye that all men stand on the same 
ground, as sinners, before God; that Paul himself 
highly disapproved of the contracted views the Jews 
had of the plan of grace ; for God had concluded all in 
unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all, Rom. xi. 
32. xX. 11—13. And of course could never design the 
Jews, or any others, to have an exclusive right to his 
favors; (that special grace he had declared in the gos- 
pel to be free for all men :) finally, that all christians 

stand by faith, and must not be high minded, but. fear ; 


is confident that he sees his subject clearly. He never | 
thought to ask himself how the justice of God could be | 
glorified by continuing moral beings in an unjustified 
state ; nor how divine mercy could be glorified while 
prevented from extending to all who need it. But 
the fact is he sees nothing ; he remembers his creed, 
and that is sufficient for him as “ a guide to the blind, 
a light of them which are in darkness, an instructor of 
the foolish, a teacher of babes ;*’ and his zeal is now 
directed to maintain the glory of God. 

The passage of holy writ, which heads this article, 
directs us to contemplate the heavens, as an open de- 
claration of the glory of God. And as it is believed 
that nocomment can better illustrate this sublime sub- 
ject than the one subjoined by the inspired author, the 
attention of the reader is invited to examine it with 
caution. ‘* The heavens declare the glory of God ; 
and the firmament sheweth his handy work. Day un- 
to day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. There is no speech nor language where 
their voice isnotheard. Their line is gone out through 
all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 
In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun ; which is 
as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoic- 
eth as a strong man toranarace. His going forth is 
from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the 
ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat 
thereof.” These marvellous things, the work ef God’s 





hand, speak the instructions of divine wisdom to all 


world. Some of these schools may be conducted prto- 
perly; but we express an opiaion, that our city or 
country will not be benefitted by the exercise of petly 
tyranny ; nor the morals of the community be hedged 
in by threats of fire and brims/one. 

New-York Gospel Herald. 
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ANECDOTE. 


An emigrant Priest taught the French language to 
several young persons, whom he attended at their 
Parents’ houses. Two of my children were under his 
tuition; one of them a daughter, about fifteen. With 
her, after her exercise was over, he would often sit 
and chat an hour. Religion was a frequent topic with 
them, as Monsieur was a fervid Catholic, and my 
daughter a thorough Unitarian ; I was often amus- 
ed with their conversation, even when I had no 
part in it. The Gentleman often had occasion to 
mention Mary, the Mother of Jesus, but he never call- 
ed her by that scriptural title: on the contrary he al- 
ways called her the holy virgin Mary, mother MY God. 

One morning, as I sat writing in a distant part of 
the room, I heard the following conversation between 
them.—‘* You say, Mr. C. that the Virgin Mary is the 
Mother of your God.” + Yes, Mademoiselle, she be 
so.” “By your God, I suppose you mean Jesus 
Christ, who you say, is God Almighty.” ‘“* Yes, Ma- 





countries, wherever they are on the face of the whole 


demoiselle, Jesus Christ be God Almighty.” “ Pray 
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sit who is the Virgm Mary’s Mother? St. Ann, Ma- 
ony ve . 
jemoiselle, St. Ann be the Virgin Mary’s Mother.” 


«6 Then sir, | suppose, that St. Ann is God Almighty’s. 
yrand mother.”’-—The poor Priest blushed, pansed, and 
pit evidently confused ; he recoveredhimself, and re- 
nlied, ‘ As man, Mademoiselle, St. Ann, be the 
erand mother of Jesus Christ.” “If so, sir, then I 
suppose that St. Mary is the mother only of the man 
t Jesus, and not the mother of God, otherwise St. 


te 


Chris 
il must be God Almighty’s grand mother.”?— Anoth- 
er pause of visible confusion followed. At last the 
ventleman exclaimed, * O Mademoiselle, my good 
mother, the holy catholic Church, do say that the holy 
virgin Mary be the mother of God ; but she do not al- 
jow us to say that St. Ann be the grand mother of 
God.“ Sir, my father has taught me that no church 
pas authority to teach what is not taught in the scrip- 
tures.”? ‘** Ah, Mademoiselle, your father be one very 
good man, I do love him very much, but he be in very 
great dangerous errors. I do pray to the holy mother 
of my God, that he be convinced of his great errors.” 
+ Sir, Ihave no doubt but that my father is much 
obliged to you for your charitable Prayers, for I have 
heard him say that charity always edifies him; but 
that he expects solid argument for the convictien of 
his mind.’ The Priest hastily arose, and saying— 
‘* Bon jour, Mademoiselle, bon jour,” retired. 

I cannot help noticing the value of that truely Pro- 
testant Maxim, that ** the Bible, the Bible only, is the 
religion of Protestants.» ‘This maxim fully imbided, 
gave to this intelligent child the advantage over an 
aged and zealous catholic Priest. —Gos. Palladiwm. 
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Remarks on a Sermon, 
Delivered in Wrentham, on the 25th September, ai the 
funeral of the late Rev. Wm. Williams, by the 
Rev. Abiel Fisher, of Bellingham. 


Were this remarkable discourse,of which it is thought 
proper to take some notice, expected to appear in 
print before the public, (which is altogether improba- 
ble) it would be.deemed quite needless to represent 
any of its odious features, or to mention the erroneous 
doctrines which it contained. The chief errors with 
which it was characterized, gave a dark and disgust- 
ing appearance to the whole performance. Of the 
doctrines that were advanced, those which were com- 


portion of the words which were read, nothing was 
spoken, although to our mind it was intimately, and 
iuseparably connected with the last clause. He did 
indeed observe that the meaning would be understood, 
by reading the verse ; this might be true, but it is cer- 
tain, that ifthe hearers did understand these words of 
the apostle, they did not all discover the consistency 
of the speaker’s comments therewith. ‘‘ The good 
man,” or rather ‘* the minister,”> was so much the bur- 
den of the sermon, that it waa thought by some 
that ‘* the good man’ was the preacher’s text. Not- 
withstanding it was Christ for the apostle to live, yet 
it was gain he said, to him to die. Did the preacher 
undertake to shew how it would be gain for the apos- 
tle to die, when it is Christ to him tolive? No, he did 
not. He said that death in itself was dread{ul, that it 
was not desirable, that aside from Christianity it was 
an eternal sleep, but that the “t good man” made a 
great gain or a great bargain to die, by the consequen- 
ces of which it was productive to him. He did not 
say, that although it would be Christ to the faithful 
minister to live, or for the furtherance of the gospel, 
still it would be gain te him to die. Had he illustrat- 
ed this view of his subject, it would have appeared so 
far consistent with the apostle’s declaration, 

It appears evident, that the apostie’s mind, at the 
time he used these words, was deeply impressed with 
the idea, that notwithstanding, during his life, he 
should support and defend the gospel of the grace of 
God, and notwathstanding the profession of that faith 
which works by love, and purifies the heart, and the 
peace there is in believing, and joy in the holy ghost, 
and the salvation there is by hope; yet to die, to lose 
these good things, and get rid of his bonds, and be with 
Christ was gain. ' 

If we ask, why it would be gain to the minister to 
die? the answer from our preacher is, because of the 
consequences which death produces to him, which he 
enumerated as heads of his discourse to be of the fol- 
lowing description: A freedom from corporeal pains, 
and sufferings, from much persecution, from great trou- 
bles and anxieties of mind, from the sinfulness and cor- 
ruption of his own heart, from the operations of satan, 
his potent enemy, and the positive felicity in all that 
he was capable of enjoying from the fulness of God, 
in his immediate presence, with great improvement in 
knowledge, dwelling in the company of angels, and his 
friends and ministers with whom he associated on 
earth. 

It can scarcely be supposed, that the apostle in the 
text, made a statement of a self-evident truth, or an 





mon have been refuted again and again, from scripture 
testimony and reason by Universalists, viz. that of | 
eternal misery, which was in the discourse, called | 
‘the loss that the wicked sustained to all eternity,” 
and the doctrine of election, the few ** chosen” to en- 
joy the blessings of an immortal state, who were call- 
ed “the good man and the faithful ministey” (al- 
thougia the preacher’s creed is that goodness and faith- 
fuluess were not respected when the election was 
made from before the creation) and that of reprobation, 
including all doubtless, but **the good man and the 
faithful minister.” 

The foregoing doctrines we have not reason to ex- 
pect will be relinquished by minds and characters of a 
certain description, though they should be refuted and 
auswered thousands of times, and by the testimony too 
fone who has risen from the dead. A discourse filled 
with such doctrines is unworthy of a direct and formal 
reply. It is not therefore to labor against such un- 
scriptural sentiments that we at this time take up the 
Pen, but to expose some general characteristics of this 
strange sermon. 

The passage including the text, and read by the 
Preacher, was the 2lst verce of lst chap. of Phil. ‘** For 
‘ne to live is Christ, and to die is gain.’ He said that 


identical proposition, that it would be gain to exchange 
sin and misery for holiness and happiness. He says in 
a succeeding verse, “‘lam in a strait betwixt two, 
having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 
far better.” The great apostle had undoubtedly a de- 
sire for the promotion of his Master’s cause in the 
world, but to be with Christ, it seemed to him would 
be far better. Hence he was im a strait betwixt two. 
We were not told that the minister was in such a strait. 
Wihat may be specially remarked in this place is, that 
according to our preacher, death produces these good 
consequences only to the good man and the minister; it 
frees him alone from the evils of a state of sin and 
mortality, and procures for him alone the blessings of 
heaven. We would ask our preacher, for the sake of 


all who heard him, what’will be the consequences in a} 


future state to all the wicked men in the world, whom 
the Lord should please to change as much as he did, 
that chief of sinners, Paul? and also with what class 
he would rank those who have been as great sinners as 
was Saul of Tarsus? A reader might ask, did not the 
preacher say, that it would be gain to die, even to that 


joyed its recompence in peace, quietness and ass 
ance, and to the minister who loved his calling, and 





the subject intended to be cousidered was contained in 
4e last division, “ to die js gain.’? Upon the first) 
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good man, who did the work of righteousness, and en- {to which mortality is su | 
uy- [ous designs of their enemies, and the treachery of pro- 


| tossed friends,—and whether those who were not freed 
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any of the good things of this life. ‘The sentiments con- 
veyed by the preacher, while he professed to speak 
from the text, were very different. The labore of the 
minister especially, were described to be more con- 
stant and arduous, and his sufferings and troubles, much 
heavier than those of all others, and of course, than 
those of the vilest sinners. The reward for all the 
toils and trials, &c. for the sake of souls, was placed 
after death in the enjoyment of the happifying conse- 
quences which flow to bim, and to the good man. 

One disgusting feature of this discourse was ex~- 
tremely deformed, viewed in the light of the present 
day, especially away from under the dominion 
of Popery, and the reign of spiritual Inquisitors.-— 
iIt.shaped to the mind of the hearers as great and 
awful a difference between minister and people as 
ever prevailed under the terrors of ecclesiastical and 
priestly authority. My mind was moved to indigna- 
tion by this strain of the preacher, but the words 
of the apostle, ‘* be angry and sin not,” kept my 
anger within the bounds of propriety. In proof 
of the above representation, read a few of the preach- 
er’s own words: * this is no ordinary occasion, it is an 
extraordinary event, for a watchman to be taken from 
the walls of Zion. The loss of one minister and ser- 
vant of the Lord, who is the instrument of saving souls, 
is a greater loss than that of all the warriors and states- 
men that ever lived. It would be the greatest cause 
of triumph and gratification to their potent enemy, Sa- 
tan, to destroy one of the chosen of God.” The in 
ference from, or the effect of such language, and more 
of like import is plainly this, the minister must be rev- 
erenced by the people above all other men,—his life is 
so precious, and of such vast importance to the people, 
especially if their souls.are not yet saved, (hough 
elected) that the death of such men must be contem- 
plated as an ‘* extraordinary event,” out of the com- 
mon order of things, or-the common course of nature. 
Such is the awful and superstitious veneration, which 
a sermon delivered at this day, and by a clergyman 
too of seme note, is calculated to inspire! And for the 
consolation of the common people, or mass of them, 
they are told by the same professed servant of the 
Lord, that ministers, with some who are called good 
men, will receive all the rewards of a future world, 
and enjoy all the blessings of heaven. 

An attempt was made to interest, together with 
such awful veneration, the sympaties of the hearers 
towards such servants of the Lord, who have the sal- 
vation of souls committed for their stewardship into 
their hands. The ministers they were told labored ex- 
ceedingly day and night, and had no rest, so grievous 
were their afflictions and disappointments, that none 
other endured so much, and all for the sake of souls, 
and on account of sin, and the opposition of satan, the 
grand adversary. They deplore and have to struggle 
with the deceitfulness and wickedness of their own 
hearts, and with the enmity they find when they look 
within ; with their unbelief and their doubts,—some- 
times doubting of their own salvation, and sometimes 
whether they are christians.. Portions of the scripture 
accurred to a hearer, as the reason for so much misery, 
‘‘ There is no peace saith my God to the wicked.— 
The way of the transgressor is hard,—where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day 
and night forever and ever.” 

The following queries very natorally presented 
themselves to the minds of some hearers, that if the 
consequences of death were so good to some, by deliv- 
ering them from their own sin, and numerous evils, 
wherefore its consequences should be an iaumense dam- 
age to others, who are, at least, in sowe degree afflict- 
ed here, with their own sinfulness, aud with the evils 
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remain unbelievers and doubting, pained in body and 
in mind,—-in short whether they were to continue a 
** prey to all the ills which fiesh is heir to?” 

The preacher did iudeed tell his hearers, that death 
would be a great and eternal loss to all but the good 
man; but he did not tell them what they would lose, 
or what they had to lose, 

The hearer was left again without evidence or light. 
When he recollected the professed sentimentof the 
preacher, that the sinver is totally depraved,—-it was 
matter of wonder what he would lose by death. We 
are told by many that the incgrrigible and impenitent 
sinner can never be saved. If this be so, the loss 
which he sustains by death, is still a mystery. 

We came towards a close, with the words that in- 
troduced the discourse. ‘‘ Some ages ago, certain 
men fancied that the baser metals could be turned 
into gold; but had this been done, no benefit could 
have accrued to the world from the discovery. It 
might have made a few individuals rich, but the world 
would have reapt noadvantage therefrom. But the good 
man makes a great gain by death.” We will help the 
preacher to another application of his learned allusion 
to his subject: that his discovery of turning death into 
gain, is of no advantage to the world, but it may en- 
tich a few individuals with self-righteousness, spiritual 
pride, and hypocrisy. 

Should the Rev. Minister be disposed to notice these 
remarks, or should he feel aggrieved by them, the 
writer holds himself responsible for the correctness of 
the references. A HEARER. 


Norr.—The above account of a strange sermon, and 
the quotations therefrom, will not be very surprising 
to those who are knowing to the notorious conduct of 
the same man, in his ministerial character, on a sab- 
bath day in the meeting-house, in the town of Belling- 
ham; vor will they appear surprising to those who 
haye read an account of the same transaction, and of 
his unjustifiable procedure, which was a violation of 
all that is solemn in worship, detailed in a letter to 
him, by the Rey. Apty BALLov, and now published to 
the world. A HEARER. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


RELIGION. 


What is pure and undefiled religion? Though there 
is no truth, more explicitly and fully exemplified, in 
the sacred Scriptures, than true religion, yet it is gen- 
erally made, by professed christians, one of the most 
mysterious and ambiguous subjects, that ever occupied 
the human understanding. How are we to account 
for this? Why has that been rendered the most intri- 
cate, which is, in itself, the most plain and simple ?— 
It is obviously to keep the multitude in ignorance.— 
And the commandments of men have, already, too ef- 
fectually answered this purpose. If we inquire what 
is necessary to true religion, or how we may know 
whether we have experienced it; we are informed 
that, notwithstanding, we may love God and our 
neighbors, and live in the habitual practice of virtue 
and morality, if we have not passed through a radical 
change of nature, by a supernatural power operating 
upon us, we are still heinous sinners, and deserve to be 
cast off forever ; nay,moreover, we are told,there is more 
hope of an abandoned wretch, who hates God and his 
fellow men—who is in the constant habit of vice and 
immorality, than of him, who is strietly moral, without 
a radical and supernatural change of heart. O fatal 
ignorance! how hast thou hidden from the christian, 
his only source of felicity in time, even, Love ro Gop 
anp Love To MAN! How simple to be understood, 
and easy to be performed, are even the most arduous 
requirements of the christian religion. St. James in- 
forms us ‘* that pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, to visit the fathcrless and wi- 
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from the world.” And St. Paul saith, “all the law is 
fulfilled in one word even in this, thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” Here it would appear, that 
what is pure and undefiled religion before God, is, m 
the sight of vain man, destructive to all religion.-— 
| That religion, which heaven inculcates, requires no 
| vain oblation—no mysterious and inexplicable meta- 
‘morphosis of our nature, but, simply, to love God with 
tall the heart, and our neighbors as oursc!ves—to visit 
the fatherless and widows in their affliction--to strength- 
len the hopes of the dying, and to keep ourselves tn- 
' spotted from the corruptions, that are in the worl’. 

It is totally impracticable, in the nature of things, 
that any one should, with punctuality, perform the re- 
quirements of pure and undefiled religion, and not re- 
alize, therefrom, pleasure, satisfaction and delight.— 
It requires nothing incompatible with our present hap- 
piness. And were its simple, yet all-important duties, 
understood and practiced, love, joy and peace would 
extend their benign influence over the world; whilea 
contrary system causes hatred, enmity and woe, to per- 
vade the earth. Alas! how many wretched disconso- 
late souls, believing that God required duties, neces- 
sary to their eternal salvation, which it was impossible 
for them to perform, have been sunk into dispair, and 
finally led to terminate their mortal existence! How 
many kind fathers and tender mothers, have been 
driven on, by sucha belief, to perpetrate the mon- 
strous and inhuman deed of destroying, with their own 
hands, the delight of their eyes, and the joy of their 
hearts, in order to avert an increasing vengeance of 
the Almighty ! To such seenes of horror and desola- 
tion, are men impelled by that system of religion, which 
enforces upon us, as necessary to our eternal salvation, 
the performance of impossibilities ; whereas that reli- 
gion, which heaven inculcates, imposes no duties or 
requirements which are not perfectly compatible with, 
and in an eminent sense, necessary to the present hap- 





ual or a nation, but of a world. If it be necessary, | 
sepeat that duty, which comprohends all others, ‘thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” M. B. B. 
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MAN, 


His heart beat joyously in Spring, 
When earth and all its scenes were now— 
Ilis hopes were out upon the wing ; 
And all was rapture to the view. 
There was no cloud that hung on high 
The bright blue air to shade— 
And upward as he turned his eye, 
The sun in all his glory played. 


Swiftly, on times unceasing course, 
Elapsed his boyhood’s day, 

Unstained by anguish or remorse, 
But unprofaned and gay. 

O! these were life’s enchanted hours, 
When innocence and truth 

Sprung round his heart like Eden-flowers, 
And led him into Youth. 


Youth came—and with it came the pride 
And noble impulse of che breast, 
That each unworthy deed defied, 
That each unworthy thought suppressed ; 
And in his heart was loftiness— 
‘The consciousness of worth— 
liow proudly did his footstep press 
Along the pilgrimage of earth! 
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then Pleasure, when his heart was warm, 
ler magic fetters o’er him threw— 

His arms enclosed her lovely form, 





Nor recked he how the moments flew ! 


piness, peace and enjoyment, not simply, of an indivic- ! 
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Soon—soon he wakened from his dream, 
He broke her golden chain— 

Upon his soul trath poured her beam, 
And he was sinless—pure, again. 


He loved—and his was such a love 
it seemed wot of a mortal mind, 
But caught from Heaven’s shrine above, 
So fond, so fervent and refined. 
And as he watched her wiuning smile, 
That played in pensive loveliness— 
Ife well believed it could beguile 
Life’s deepest—most severe distress 
She faded from him—like the leaf 
In Autumn’s melancholy hower— 
O! none may know his heartfelt grief, 
The anguish of his lonely hour, 
In silent woe he saw her laid 
Lowly beneath the burial clod; 
And oft at eventide he strayed, 
To bathe with tears her grassy sod. 
There came a shadow o’er his sou!-- 
The past, he coldly spurned, 
Shook from his memory’s control, 
And to the future turned ; 
With hope less warm—but not subdued- 
He fixed in life once more, 
With energy of heart renewed, 
But less confiding than before. 


And now he pressed with heart of fame 
In the wild struggle of mankind— 
To win the evergreens of faine, 
And round his brow the wreath to bind: 
His idol—Honor ; nobly proud, 
lnpetuously he bore him on, 
To rise on high above the crowd, 
And wear thatsido! hovor’s crown. 


But withered hope around him clung 
Cold as the pallaround the bier— ¢ 
And fortune’s clouds above him hung, 
Like wintry shadows o’er the year. 
He paused him in the noon of life— 
Reviewed the chequered course he ran 
The busy scenes of early strife 
That formed the youth into the man. 


And gone was all that lightsomeneegs 
And buoyancy of thought,— 

His soul had met with rude distress, 
And borne it as he ought. 

His memory told of hopes deceived— 
Of faded dreams of bliss— 

Of joys he vainly had believed 
Were in a world so drear as this. 


At last his sun began to set, 
Life’s evening shadows fell— 
But hope was in his bosom yet, 
Nor could she bid farewei!. 
But *twas a holier Hope that sprung 
Within this night of gloom— 
Around the shroud its glory hung— 
its beams played on the tomb. 


Then calmness and soft peace came o'er 
His long distracted breast— 

And agonizing pain no more 
lis burning seab impressed. 

And when life’s pulses ceased to play, 
The storms of being past— 

He laid him down beneath the clay— 
And Peace was his at last! 


FLorto. 





fr Our Agents who may have expected further 
directions from the publishers, are informed, that in: 
consequence of an accident which happened to the 
senior publisher, Mr. Henry Bowkn, their communi 
cations have not received that early attention, which 


| might have been expected ;—he having the misfortune 


to have his little finger blown off from his right hand, 
by the accidental discharge of his gun, while perform- 
ing Military duty on the 2¢ inst, at the Inspection and 
Review in this cit». 














